Eastern Bengal to C. capsularis with roundish pods.
The former Js of a iner quality than the latter
But the weight of fibre yielded is less* The finer
qualities are grown in lands round the homesteads of
peasants. The coarser qualities which supply the major
part of the trade grow in low-lying lands, evca in
the salt-impregnated soil of the Sunderbans,
are generally submerged In the rains. The            is
sown from March to June; and the harvest, beginning
with the end of June with the earliest variety, con-
tinues till the end of September When the flowers
begin to appear, it is time to cut down the plants* If
cut earlier, the ibre is weak, and if later, the fibre,tbough
strong, is coarse and wanting in gloss. The planes after
being cut are allowed to wither and drop their leaf es
for a day or two and then steeped in stagnant            in
some   road-side   pool.    Sometimes  plants  are
fresh.    The   period   of   sleeping varies   from   two.  to
twenty-live days,    If steeped too   long the fibre   gt^s
rotten   and   discoloured.     When   the  proper  stage is
reached, the cultivator  standing  ivaist-deep  in the foul
water, pulls off the. skin of the stalk nearest to the root-
end and then cleverly  manages to separate  in
the whole of the fibre from the'stalk  without  breaking*
it   When a sufficient quantity of fibre has been secured.
bespreads  the fibres on the  water  and  washes *
clean very much  like a washerman.    The washed
are then suspended from a "rope or spread on the
for drying.   The average yield of clean fibre per tax
.is  put at    15  maiinds,    -Although the   area'of   jute